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MANATT, PHELPS &
PHILLIPS, LLP
ATTORNEYS AT LaW
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QRIGINAL

MANATT, PHELPS & PHILLIPS, LLP
MARGARET LEVY (Bar No. 66585)
JOSEPH E. LASKA (Bar No. 221055)
11355 West Olympic Boulevard

Los Angeles, CA 90064

Telephone: (310) 312-4000

Facsimile: (310) 312-4224

Attorneys for Plaintiff :
PRINCIPAL LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY

FILED
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SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

FOR THE COUNTY OF STANISLAUS

PRINCIPAL LIFE INSURANCE
COMPANY,

Plaintiff,
V8.
SCOTT L. PETERSON, an Individual;
THE ESTATE OF LACI D. PETERSON;
and DOES 1-10, inclusive,

Defendants.

Case No. 341999

COMPLAINT IN INTERPLEADER

[Filed concurrently with Notice of Application
and Application to Invest Interpleader Funds in
Insured, Interest-Bearing Account]

COMPLAINT IN INTERPLEADER N




1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28

MANATT, PHELPS &
PHiLLIPS, LLP

ATTORNEYS AT LAw

LOoS ANGELES

Plaintiff Principal Life Insurance Company (“Principal”) complains of the above-

named defendants, and each of them, as follows:

JURISDICTION AND VENUE

1. This action is a civil action under the provisions of Code of Civil Procedure
section 386. This court has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to section 386(b) as two or more
adverse claimants are claiming or may claim to be entitled to life insurance proceeds currently in
the posseésion or custody of Principal, which claims may give rise to multiple liability.

2. Jurisdiction in this Court is proper as the amount in controversy exceeds
$25,000.

3. Venue is proper in this Court pursuant to Code of Civil Procedure
section 395 as a substantial part of the events giving rise to the potential claims of Defendants
occurred in this judicial district.

THE PARTIES

4. At all times material hereto, Principal was and now is a corporation duly
organized and existing under the laws of the State of Iowa, with its principal place of business n
the State of lowa. Principal is authorized to transact and is traﬁsacting the business of insurance
in the State of Califomnia.

5. Principal is informed and believes, and thereon alleges, that defendant
Scott L. Peterson (“Peterson”), an individual, resides in Modesto, California, and is currently
incarcerated at Stanislaus County Jail in Modesto, California.

6. Principal is informed and believes, and thereon alleges, that an estate for
Laci D. Peterson (the “Estate”) has not yet been created.

7. The true names and capacities, whether individual, corporate, associate,
representative, or otherwise, of defendants named herein as Does 1 through 10, inclusive, are
unknown to Principal, who therefore sues said defendants by such fictitious names. Does 1
through 10, and each of them, are claiming or may claim to be entitled to life insurance proceeds
payable as a result of the death of Laci D. Peterson. Principal will seek leave of court to amend

this Complaint to show their true names and capacities once the same has been ascertained.
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CLAIM FOR RELIEF

(Against All Defendants)

8. Principal realleges paragraphs 1 through 7 above and incorporates the same
by reference as though fully set forth herein.

9. On or about June 25, 2001, Laci D. Peterson (the “Decedent”) purchased
Prinflex life insurance-policy no. 5063123 (the “policy™) from Principal. The Decedent was the
owner of the Policy, and the Decedent’s husband, Scott L. Peterson, was the designated
beneficiary of the Policy. There are no other primary or contingent beneficiaries listed on the
Policy. Pursuant to the terms of the Policy, if no beneficiary survives the insured, the life
insurance proceeds are to be paid to the Decedent’s estate.

10. Pn’ncipﬂ is informed and believes, and thereon alleges, that on or about
December 24, 2002, the Decedent was reported missing.

11. Principal is informed and believes, and thereon alleges, that on or about
April 14, 2003, the Decedent’s body was found in Contra Costa County, California.

12.  Principal is informed and believes, and thereon .allegcs, that on or about
April 18, 2003, Peterson was arrested and charged with the murder of the Decede_nt. Peterson
remains in custody at the Stanislaus County Jail in Modesto, California. The criminal trial date
has not yet been set. |

13.  If Peterson is convicted of murdering the Decedent, he will be ineligible to
receive the life insurance proceeds because Peterson will be treated as having predeceased the
Decedent pursuant to Probate Code section 252.

14. In the event that Peterson is treated as having predeceased the Decedent,
the life insurance proceeds will be payable to the Estate pursuant to the terms of the Policy.

15. Principal admits that the total sum of $256,429.02, representing the
$250,000.00 in life insurance proceeds plus $6,429.02 in accrued interest, is now due and owing,
Principal has been at all times and is now ready, willing and able to pay these proceeds to the
person or persons legally entitled thereto. However, due to the claims and potential claims to

those proceeds from defendants, and each of them, Principal does not know and cannot determine
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to whom the proceeds of the Policy ri ghtfully should be paid. Further, payment of such proceeds
to any one of the named defendants at this time would subject Principal to the risk of multiple
and/or inconsistent liabilities.

16,  Principal files this Complaint in good faith and without collusion with any
of the parties hereto. Principal has no interest in the aforementioned proceeds due and owing
under the Policy or any portion thereof, save and except as stakeholder.

17.  Principal has been required to retain the services of counsel in California
for the purpose of protecting its interests arising from the claims and potential clﬂﬁs of
defendants, and each of them, as described above, and will be called upon to pay its attorneys for
the services to be rendered by them with respect thereto. In addition, Principal will be compelled
to incur costs and disbufsements in the prosecution of this action. Such attorneys’ fees, costs and
disbursements are and should be a legal charge upon the disputed stake, and the same should be
paid to Principal out of the monies deposited with this Court, pursu'ant to section 386.6 of the
Code of Civil Procedure.

WHEREFORE, Principal prays for judgment as follows:

1. That this Court decree that this Complaint in Interpleader is properly filed
and that this is a proper cause for interpleader;

2. That defendants, and each of them, be ordered to interplead and settle or
litigate among themselves their respective rights and claims to the proceeds under the Policy,
including accrued interest, due and owing by reason of the death of the Decedent;

3. That Principal be released, discharged and forever acquitted of and from
any and all liability of any kind or nature whatsoever to any of the parties hereto on account of the
Policy or the proceeds due and owing thereunder;

5. That Principal be dismissed from this action, with prejudice;

6. That Principal be awarded its costs of suit incurred herein, including its

reasonable attorneys’ fees to be paid from the interpleaded funds; and
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7. For such other and further relief as this Court may deem just and proper.

Dated: October 2, 2003

40670503.1

MANATT, PHELPS & PHILLIPS, LLP
MARGARET LEVY
JOSEPH E. LASKA

Margaret Le
aintiff ﬂ

Attorneys fo
Principal Life Insurance Company
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