Deople Vs. FPeterson
Gomez-Petarson Interview
KOVR Channel 13

Gomez

Gomez:

Peterson:

Gomez:

Faterson:

Let me know when you're ready.

| Camera Man: Ready to roll,

Ok, so first of all, describe what the past month has been for you.

lt's been absolulely terrble as it is for everyone. | mean you sse us in
aress conferences, you don't age me as much in the media but you see
our families and the raw emalions out there and the grief, um the
frustration. You know, we go through a range of emotions from anger to
frustration, to grief. For me it's ah a ah it comes at different times during
the day. Two weeks ago | knew exacily what to do. 'd goto the
volunteer center at the Red Lion and open up the center, wait for the
volunteers to come and work on things and then I'd go out and put up
fivers. | knew exactly what to do and that was going to bring Laci home.
Um, and now | don't know exactly what I'm doing. That's so frustrating,
that's the hardest part | mean we have a core group of volunteers still
waorking to get her picture out there nationally through corporations and
organizations and obviously media and other means. S0 we continue to
work tirglessly, um many people do to bring her home and we ¢an do that
during the day and unfortunately at night, don't know what to do and uh
the grief hits and it's unbearabie but you, you also have 0 recognize that
Laclis hurting warse than any of us. She's the one that's not with our
family. She's the one thal we naed o find and bring home.

| know you have moments.
So that gives you focus, it gives you, yazh, yesh, there are times when

youl just can't continue and you have to..... You're driving and you have 1o

pull over and stop and if you're doing something you just uh can't continue
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um, just try to stay busy and have g task o mow what to do, a positive
task and try to-try to focus on that.

| xnow that there are certain areas you can't go to. il's hard to go to the
pErk.

It's hard to go to, yeah, it's important though cuz in the mornings when
down there alona and.... yesh | feel closer to her, Maybe that's ah an

atiempt to communicate or something but.....yeah definitely.

MO,

Why?

Lim, it was um the firs three days or so when she disappeared it was a
ansolute privacy issue not showing the grief of our family, not exploiting
that, After thai it was a conscious decision 1o remain aut of the madia aye
decided upon by everyone in the family and the volunteers in order o, and
I'm sorry to say it ah, 0 media, bul to keep the media here. To keep them
hungry for um, you know an interview with me or picture sc that they
would keep coming back so that the stary won't fall through the oracks as
it has happenad with ofher missing people with other abductions um and
it's up to the family to keep that going so we made that conscious decision
tngether. That | wouldn't speak obviously we did ots of media with the
rest of the family um and o keep them here, [ didn't. Bul unforiunately
now the suspicions of ma have grown 50 great due 1o um people you
know, wondering what happened o um the, inappropriate relationship that
| had with, with Amber Frey that it's necessary, um, 1o speak, it's
appropriate time to, in order to ask’people to keep looking for Laci
because thay're not looking for Laci as much as they should be right now,

Uh huh, lets talk about somea of those suspicions because there are a fol
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" of suspicions out there. | think people want to know..,

Lth huh,

. first of all, why would you leave Laci who is eight and a half months
pregnant, alone to go fishing on Christmas Eve?

Okay, um our day was planned for va know, Chrisimas Eve dinner at har
mom's kouse, oL® mom's housa. Preparations were all made, um gifts
done, Lac was sirnply going to be baking that day ang it is nat uncommon
for us 10 vou know, simply urn, we have separate pursuits, ah she does
ngt you know, play goif as ! do which was my other option for that day.
And being you know, seven and a half months pregnant, she's nol going
to want to go outin a boat, um but it's simply 2 leisure activity o pursue
that day and you know, it's what our plans were. Um, you kncw, it may
not be everyons's choice to do things like that but it's the way that our
relationship works,

Uh buh. | know when | approached you on Amber Frey and | told you that
| would reporting that you had a girifriend. ...

Right.

eee YOUIF TESpOnsa to me is that you had no commeni sither way.

Uh huh.

Wiy didr't you just come aean then?

Well I'm glad you asked, asked the question. Um it's simply ya know,
wasn't um appropriate to comment on it, and unforturiately there has bagn
a statement, um in the press that | denied it which was rmada with um
anather reporter when | characlerized 2 Natlonal Enguirer arlicle as a
pack of lies, um and | did so withou! reading the article, unfortunately,
The articie | thought to include, that | know alse included, um a supposed

life insurance policy, supposed blood evidenca, um and | forget what else



but also included ...,

(Cellular Phone Ringing)
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..... the report of uh Amber, um 5o, um called it a pack of ifes nat knowing
that she was in there so, um it's just not important to comment about um
that. I'm glad that Amber came forward. Do you want me to tum that off?
Yeah, what I5 that?

That's my phone. Unforfunately | thought.....

QI

it WS OFf and Pl Just answer that quastion again,

Ok, (Sigh)

it's somawhere hera,

i didn't even sound like a phone,

Yeah, it's kinda going crazy isn'tit? Ahh.. Ok

Hrmm

Yeah, so ya just want to ask your guestion again I'li just, urmmm

CK, 8o Urn once again if you ¢an just talk about why, why didn't you just
come forward at the time when | asked you if you had a gitfriend? Why
didn't you just come clean then?

Right, right. Um, at that tme # wasn' appropriate to comment about
becavse it's not refevant. Um, I'm glad you asked it because there weore
reports that | denied i, um when | characierized a National Enquirer
arti¢le as a pack of iies it included um unknowing to me, | knew that the
article included this life insurance, supposad life insurence policy that |
baught this summer, supposed bleod evidence and cther strange reports
like taking the floors out of our home, um and ! didn't know i, it included
ah you know, thig ah rerelationship that | had. So | characterized that as

a pack of lies, um and that's come out a5 3 denial, um which is, it was
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never intended 1o be. | simply, uh approached that issue as it's not
relevant and there's no reason to comment about it. You know, there's a
reason to comment about the number. Now I'm glad Amber did the prass
conference. I'm glad that she came forward because it allows us, it allows
lots of people, | believe, to sier looking for Laci again because if's
slacked off because of that because of their suspicion about me.

She claims you deceived her. She claims that......

Amber?

Yesh, sha claims that you... ..

Yes, she did not know, she did not know that | was married. Thatis
correct, um and you kncw, so I'm glad she came forward, um | informed
her, um that | am married and of Laci's disappearance shorily after sh you
know, um Christmas Eva is a8 couple days after Christrmas Eve, | don
knuw the exact date. I'm glad she did the press conference, I'm glad
that's out there. it had nothing to do with Laci's disappearance,

Your stomach must have been tuming though, when you see her go on
television and H's national and here’s this gl saying, he lied to me. He
told me he was single.

True

! mean, your stomach must have been tuming.

You know what? t's a positive to allow us 1o go on to search for Laci.
That's how | view it, and that's how | felt about it.

The Rocha family says.........

| said this will be goed.....ihis wili be.....this will be done, and we can keep

looking for Laci,
Ya know, Lacl's family says they can no longer trust vou.

Uh hum.
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What are your thoughte on that?

It was, it was unfair and inappropriate for me to have that relationship
and......

How do you feel though, that you know the Re...the Rosha family says
they can't trust you?

They're, They're wonderful people the Rocha family. | know that you
know we all have love between us and | know that we will all kesp
saarching for Laci and you know, um | fold Lact about the, the
relationship. Um she knew about it and if's important between us and uh
wa'll, we'll contnue o search for her and we'll bring her home, that's all |
want to say.

That's another prablem people had a big issue with. A lot of Laci's famlly
talked to me and friends saying if Laci knew that you were having an
affair, she would have said something to someone. She wouldn't have
kept quist about it.

I don't know if she mentioned it to anyane or not. Um., | did see a report in
the news, an interview with um a friend of ours, Lor, that indicated that
she, um did not believe that | told Laci. Um, Lori aiso said | know Scott
and he had nothing to do with her disappearance and that statement to
me is whai's relevant. Because, you can, you know ckay, guastion my,
my morals and my poor decision making, that's fine, but don't stop looking
for Laci. She's nut there somewhere, she shouidn't be, She should ba
with our family......

You mentionsad.....

So let's keep working to bring her home.

I know that you mentioned during the network interview that only you and
Lacl know your marriage.
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That's correct.

cxplain that

Just as anyone's you know, inimate relatianships. It's uh, you know, ah
it's between those two people and yes, you sh-share things with peopie
and some things you know, you dot share with paople,

Mow did Laci find out about the affalr or did you just come out and tall
her?

No, | informed har about R,

You just........

| don't balieve she knew.

Why, why come out? | mean what made you say I'm going o tell her
today? What, what made that day the day to tell her?

Just because it was the right thing o do and as you know when you're not
doing the right thing it just, vou know, eats you up. You know, you feel
you know, sick to your stomach and you can't function and you have a
hard time, you know, looking at someone.

Right. You mentioned it was'the right thing 1o do.

Uh hum.

But from my undarstanding is that after you told Laci, you continued 10
see Amber? Was that also the right thing to do?

I saw her yeah, N, no it was not.

explain that,
Um, that is the explanation. 1t was not the right thing {o do.

Eut vou continued 1o do it

Right, and it was not the right thing to do.

And then even after Laci went missing you continued io romance this gif?
No.
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She claims that you called har on the lwenty-fourth and told her that.......
¥ informed Amber ghout LacP's disappearance and the fact that | was
married,

On the {wenty-fourth?

MO,

December twenty-fourth?

No, na not on the twenty-fourth. | ah believe it was probably the. it was a
few days aftar.

She says that you calied her on the twenly-fourth, December baenty-
fourth and told her vou were with your parents in Maing. is that true?
Ok, Um Ah this is ... called her and Informed her about Laci's
disappearance.

On the twenty-fourth of Dacember?

No, no | did not. itwas a few days afterthat. | called her and told her |
was married,

OK.

Um....

She claims.. let me just finish. She just ¢laims that you cailed her on the
twenty-fourth, told her that you were going to Maine, you were visiting your
farnlly in Maine and then you were going to Brussels. s that true?
Glaria I'm not going to waste what little media time we have and in this
forumn with, you know, this is a short news cast and | don't know how
much of these words you're gelng to use or not. But, I'm not going o
waste that by defending myself {alking about irrelevant things. H's batter
served if we talk about what happened and where's Laci,

Ok
S50 the facts ara that we know that on Christrmas Eve |left the housge hers
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around nine-thirty she was here in the home.

Uh um.

Ok that's s fact that has to get out there because it's been reported
erronsously that | saw her ieave the house. Ok, she was in the house that
is one thing we know, The sacond thing we know is that the dog was
retumed to our yard with it's leash on at ten thirty by a neighbor. Those
are the two things we know gbout her disappearance and hopefully those
can help soma people. There are things that we need to get out there,
ara the tip linea which is the Modesto Police Tip Line 2-0-9-3.4.2-6-1-6-6
and aisc 1-8-6-6 Ladi info, L-A-C- info and that's a tip line for peopie who
hava talked o the police. Even if they talked {o them, please call that tip
line if you saw her that day, if you've sean her since, of there is something
vau think s important in the neighborhood we want to be vary specific.
OK

The other big push that we nead is Lac! Peterson dot com. F'ar:-piﬂ can go
there and print off the fvers and distribute those in every medical center,
bus stop, high traffic area in the nation, cuz it could be the next fiyer that
brings her home o pur family,

And | Know, | know rnare than eh eh more than, i, | know that you want o
find Laci and the second thing you want to do Is clear yourseif from
suspicion, camect? [ mean that is . you want the facus back on Laci and
not on you, cormrect?

| wanl people looking for Laci cu2 they are not doing that right now. And
that's why I'rn silting down with you in hopes that people will go, you know
what, if ! think he had some involvement, if | don't think be had some
involvement, that doesn't matter bacause Laci is what matters and she's

out there missing and she neads to be home with her families. So | don't
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care to defend myself. | don't care what people think of me. You know,
as I've sald, question my moral character if you want to, but look at your
heart, think of Laci, her picture, the baby and make the effort to bring her
home and that's, that's the simple reality, that's a simple thing we need 1o
do just, you know, umn think what ever you want of me. As long as you're
out there and you're comforiable with yourself that you're doing what you
nesd to be doing o find Laci and bring her home.

The life insurance policy, why take one out on Laci? Two Hundred and
Fifty Thousand?

We have life insurance policies in place that were established when we
bouaht this home that you're in right now two years ago.

Ok,

There was no life inaurance policy taken out, uh recently as has been
reported in the National Enquirer, the dubious source of, you know, alier
information as well,

You mentioned this moming that it was umbrallas?

Yeah, we have sorme uh large umbrelia’s for the backyard pool area.
Market umbralias | think is the term for them.

VWhy would you store those in the winter?

It started to rain so | was going to slore them. Just like vou asked why
would | store them, | was taking thermn from the pobl to store.

Ck. Um officials of mine have told me, sources have mentioned o me
that there were cement bags that were in the storage arez and that
apparently a few of them were empty?

Sure.

Explain that?

Well, | could take you out In the back vard and show you all the cement

10
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work and brick work that we've dona to this home and you'd find you
know, cemeant bags around here.

S0 this was something that it was home remodeling or what ware you
doing with the cement?

Uh hum, yeah, and again you are, you are starting to go into areas tha:
investigators have asked me not to commaent aboul. 3o we should
probably ya know, simply put the brakes on at that point.

Qk,

I den't mind commaenting about the life insurance policy. Um but |, you
knaw, | don't wanna give spacific times or other information that could
jeopardize, um what they find is valuabdle information in finding Laci,

Ok. | know that you mentioned on, an Good Moming America that it
wouldn't surprise you if they found blood...

Sure.

weendl® YOUF vehicles. Explain why?

Weli, take a look at my hands. You can see you know, cuts here on my
knuckles, numergus scars. |, | work on famms. | work with machinery. Um
| know |, | cut my knuckle that day.

On what day?

Cn Christmas Eve.

Daing what?

Um, reaching in the tool box of my truck and then inio the, uh pocket on
1he door, | cut open my knuckle and there's 2 blood stain on the door.

On the driver's side door.

Um, sources of mine have mentioned that you also, whan you came home
on the twenty-fourth did some laundry. You washed your clothes. Do vou
understand why that may iook a little suspicious to the average person?

11
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Why would he come home and do his laundry?

Well, um the average guy that goes out in the ocean fishing, gets some
salt water on him, comes home wet

And so you're, you're pratty fidy

What are you geing 1o do with yvour wel, salt water clothes?

Yeah, so you just decided............

Anyway but now again wa're.... | probably shouldnt have mentioned that
because of the. . what they've ask me not ah, sc we should ya know, ..
Ok.

--just....we'll have to stop with that line of questioning.

Un | wanted to mantion ane other thing to vou and that was | talked to Mr.
Rocha yesterday, Dennis Roacha?

LJm, ok good.

And um he didn’t have too many positive things to say.

Correct,

One of the things he said, and 'm quoting here...

Uh huh,

______ as far as you're congerned, "W's lie after lie with Scott. Does the guy
ever tall the truth?"

Hudk.

Your reaction?

That's unfortunate that that's his thought of me.

Do you understand why he fecls that way though? As far as the girifriend
& concemed and....?

Well, certainly |, ya know, it was an ingpproprigte thing, urn and | nevér
lied! to Dennis. | have never lied to Dennis.

Feup‘le want tﬂr LLEL L}

12
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um, | think | saw lim last um Ladi's disappearance and prior (o that it was
a year bafore that that Laci and | ever saw him, that's her father Dennis.
Right, right. Um, and | have to ask you.....

Sure,

Are you in anyway connected to Laei's disappearance?

i had nothing t& do with Laci's disappesrance.

What would you.......

And again, even if people aut there question that, If they wouid just look at
their hearts and make the effort to bring her home to her family. | don't
care what yau think of me, but know......

Because someone out there knows....

Yes, sumeane out there knows and you could be the key to finding them
by putting that ya know, nest flyer.

You're looking at the camera.

Weil, it's a, it's a plea to the audience.

Go ahead.

That's why we're doing this.

Go ahead, | mean if you want tc make 5 statement to anvbody who out,
out there.

Waell, that is | mean, lcok in your hearts and know that you've done what
you can to bring Laci home and if you haven't please do it and that's, go
into Laci Peterson dot com and print aut that fiver and put it in every
medical bullding, on your car, in bus stations or use the fip lines if you
have any information. That's what's gaing to bring her home. And think
what you want of me, but you know in your hearts you should be helping
Lacl,

| knew that...
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That's all that | think | have to say.......thanks Gioria.

Ok, | just want to ask you cae last thing if that's ok. Um, about Lac
because | know you really gel choked up whaen you talk about . Tall me
what you love about Laci?

Gad, whal..... you Know.........| think you can sum it up pretty easily with
looking &t her phatagraph, The photograph of her big smile in the press,
Bacause vou guys met in college, or?

Uh huh, Yeah.

And, and tell me whal what connected you two right away. | know she's
got @ beautiful smlie, but what linked you guys?

| don’t know just um being abie to compleie gach other. | think thal's it
But | mean you asked how, va know, and all you have to do is Inok at that
picture and you know that’s she's a, a bright cne and a bright light in a lot
of pecple's lives, so....

Do you think she's still alive?

She is.

You're sure of that?

Yes, Lacr's sl alive. She's out there and sameone’s halding her and
thaze are critical days that we have lefi ualil the due date of February
sideenth. And we jus! need all of your help.

You haven't said anything about your baby.

That's entirely too difficul: to speak about.

Do you §¢ into the baby's roam?

Mo, that door's clogsed,

How long wi}Iitr remain closed?

Until there's a [itle guy in there. Thank you. Thank you..

(Sigh) Thanks Scott,
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Yaah, you don't have to use audio, just......

Thanks........ {unintsliigible) But we, we gst tegether as a group quite often
and ya know, report on uh the progress and bring (uninteliigible).

And | know that your family, you, you grew up in San Diego, nght?

1 did.

OK, 50 is that another place that you're also searching or is there golng to
be like a base down thera too or..?

Well, we'll have the event there this Saturday.

What's, what's going on there this Saturday?

Uh the prayer vigil. People come by....

That's what | heard, that's what | heard. Ok, so um the prayer vigil will be
in San Glege or Les Angeles?

San Diego.

San Diego. And 80 what do you encourage peopie here to do?

Um | would encourage them to it will be simulcast to churches that have
that capability ya know, web simulcast um to atiend their churches, to
print out the fiyers, and to do the same thing we are doing in San Diege
just to be (unintelligible) hopefully we can get a nation-wide response to ail
of that.

You're prebably getting either ealls or e-mails from ali over the ﬂﬂLlﬁtl:y,
right?

Uh huh, definitely {unintelligible)

Expigin what, gxplain thal's like bacause that....

it's great, It's wondarful.

Were yol surprised how, how this erupted into a national story?
Um....surprised, | don't know, but definitely glad you know, that it gets her

L5



Gomez:

Fetarson:

Gomez

Patarson:

Gomez:

Paterson:

Gomaz:

Petarson:

Gomez:

Paterson;

Gomez:

FPaterson:

Gomez.

Peterson:

Gomez:

Peterson;

Gomex:

Peterson.

Gomez:

Peterson:

Gomez:

picture out there,
Yeah, cuz | know you've always sald.
{(uninteiligible)

Right, right and what about your family | mean, how are they, how are

thay doing throughout all of this?
They're graat people and they keep warking.

Uh huh. The prayer vigil...what ime can | tell people about? | mean

what.....

Um | don't have the exact datals.

Ok, but you know it is this weekend for sure?

Correct,

Ok. twill be in 3 church in San Diego?

Uh hum,

Ok, and it's aimuleast, you said?

Yeah, they're working on aimulcasting nation-wide to ya know the
churches have that capability.

Anything else that we want to let the public know aboul?
| don't belleve so,

You mentioned the 800 number, the tip fine number,
Yeah, ch if you could please put that,

And do you have that number?

Yezh, it's 1-8-6-6

8...uh huh.....

Laci Info...L-AC-l Info, |-N-F-O

{unintsiiigivie)
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